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by Terri Libenson

abOut thE booK
This is the story of two totally different girls—
quiet, shy, artistic Emmie
popular, outgoing, athletic Katie
—and how their lives unexpectedly intersect one day, when an embarrassing 
note falls into the wrong hands. . . .

All the crushes, humiliations, boredom, and drama of middle school are 
compressed into one surprising day in this extraordinary novel.

Grades 3-7 diScussioN quEstions 
1. Compare Emmie’s and Katie’s characters. Consider 

why Emmie’s narrative was as a mixture of prose 
and illustration, while Katie’s was in all-graphic 
format. Was the graphic novelist trying to show the 
depth of Emmie’s character by using prose narrative 
and Katie’s character as more superficial with the 
visual narrative? Why did the graphic novelist have 
Emmie’s and Katie’s perspectives look different? 

2. Discuss how the narrative style, illustration, and 
format match the characters’ personalities. Is one 
approach more effective than the other? Ask which 
style the readers prefer. 

3. Explore the palette used to illustrate each character. 
Why did Terri Libenson use bright colors for Katie’s 
chapters and neutral, subdued colors for Emmie’s?

4. Notice how the color of the Emmie chapters 
changes from the beginning of the book to the end. 
Why do you think Terri Libenson chose to do this? 
Is there a change in the Katie chapters as well?

5. Discuss other graphic novels with a similar style. 
Ask your readers why they think these books are 
so appealing. Are students more captivated by the 
comics panels or the illustrations, or a combination 
of the two?

6. Examine the ending. Ask the readers if they found 
the twist at the end of the story surprising. 
Discuss some alternative endings the readers would 
like to have seen. Did they feel sorry for Katie’s 
character? What are some possible story lines for 
Katie’s character after Emmie’s ending?    
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exTensioN acTivitieS
Twist Endings. Stories with twist endings are always 
fascinating. Terri Libenson did a great job keeping 
the reveal a surprise. Ask the readers if or when they 
realized the true nature of Katie’s character. Discuss 
other books that have shocking endings. Do the other 
stories keep their reveal a surprise?   

Narrating Point of View. Point of view and characterization 
are two literary elements that help the reader understand 
the characters. Ask the readers to go back and reread 
Emmie’s and Katie’s stories separately. Does Emmie’s 
story work without Katie’s and vice versa? Ask the 
readers to consider some of the other characters’ points 
of view. For example, imagine why Joe Lungo behaves the 
way that he does toward Emmie, or consider Bri’s point 
of view on her friendship with Emmie.   
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